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JOHNSON
A 2,000-1.
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FIVE-YBAR SECRET

President Says Plane
-Has Commercial and
Military Application

By JACK RAYMOND
Special Lo The New York Times

WASHINGTON, Feb, 29—
iThe United States has developed,
'in unusual seerecy, an advanced
jexperimental jet airplane ca-
pable of flying more than 2,000
nmiles an hour in - sustained
flight and at an altitude of more_
than 70.000 fect,

President Johnson disclosed
the seeret at his news confer-
cnce today and identified the
i{plane as the A-11. He said its
performance “far exceeds that
of any other alrcraft in the
world today.” [Opening state-
ment, Page 44.] )

The President cited both the
military and commercial signifi-
cance of the lessong learned in
developing the plane. . But the
commereial application does not
Toreclose the need for a separate,
independent project to build a
supersonie commercial airliner;
officials said afterward.

Qfficials refused to elaborate
on the details of the secret
project. A Government source
said, however, that the current
tests were designed to study
the possibility of turning the
A-11 into a longrange intercep-
{tor, presumably with missile
[launchers.

Developed by Lockheed

By comparison with the sus-
|tained speed of the A-11, at
|more than three times the
spead of sound, such intercep-
tors as the F-106 and the
F-4C can attain speeds of about
1,600 miles an hour only over
relatively short distances, At
flight altitudes, the speed of
sound is 660 miles an h

“The development of a
sonie commercial ,transpoxjt‘ alr«,
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iéraft will also be greatly as-
jSisted by the lessons learned
{from this A-11 program,” Mr.
Johnson said, ‘

. The Lockheed Afrcraft Cor-
poration at Burbank, Calif,, ig

the developer of the A-11, Mr.

Johnson announced. Lockheed
also developed the high-flying,
glider-like U-2 reconnalssance
plane,

A photograph of the new aire
plane revealed a long, rockete

-like fuselage with the cockpit

mear the front and stabilizing
wings and rudder back near the
lengine exhaust, The dimensions
were-not given, and Governent

‘offiqials even refused to say i1y

‘the plane had more than pne

;.engine, somcthing that was riof
cleay from the photograph. iy

The President’s announcement
Hisclosed one of the best-kept
secrets in aviation, or for that
matter military affairs, in re-
cent years, A quick search of
available published materials in-
dicated no references to the new
high-speed, high-altitude air-
craft,

The project was started in
1859, the President said, This
was at the height of widespread
public  charges, during = the
Eisenhoweyp Administration, that
the United States was, falling
behind the Soviet Union mil
:tarily, particularly in missiles;

Backed by Eisenhower

President Dwight D, Eisen-
Jhower,. it i5. understood, per-
!sonally pressed for the develop-
imetn of the A-11 and President
Kennedy, when he
1dis
fcording to one source, President
jKennedy “regarded the A-11 as!
his baby.”

}' President Johnson, a Scnator
ifrom Texas at the time, was
ithen head of the Scnate Pro-
paredness  Subcommittee and
was presumably informed: of the
sceret project, He said today
that the appropriate membors!
of Congress had been kept ad-
vised of the planc's devclop- |
‘ment. :

“The existence of this
gram is being disclosed today
to pormit the orderly cxploita--
tlon of this advanced technelo-!
gy in our military and commer-
cial plrograms,” Mr. Johnson
told his news conference.

But after disclosing some in-
rmation, he said: N
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“In view of the continuing im-
portanze of these developmen!s
to our national security, the
detaile?  performance of the
A-11 will remain strictly classi-
fied.

“And all individuals associ-
‘ated with the program hae
ibeen dirccted to refrain from
making any further disclosurc
concerning this program.”

Like the U-2, the ecmrly
models of which had a J-57 air-
craft ongine, the A-11 haz a
'J-B8 engine, designed and huilt
'by the same manufacturer, the
Pratt & Whitney Aircraft Divi-
sion of tae Umued  Adveralt
Covporation.

This  iemforeed it heiinf
Jfhat the A-11, which Cover
-ment  offieials  said has 3
“flying for some tirs-" wsa=
“follow-cn55 version of the - ,
{There were also indications that’
some Government officinls were!
discontented over the disclosure
of the cxistence of the A-11.

A Government -official said,|
n response to questions, thai
{the A-11 “has potential recon-
jhaissance capability,. as does
jany high-performance ajreraft.”

The -2, which is understond
to have attained licights of 90,-
000 feet, has & crulsing spoed
of 460 miles an hour and n ton
ispecd of about 500 miles
jpour. Eeight rather than :
+has been important to its recon-
‘naissance missions.

The cxistence of the 15-2 as
an airplane was made kaowin
long hefore its reconnaissince
‘missions over the Soviet Union
were disclosed with the down-
ing of = plaie flown by Francis
Gary Powers on May 1, 1960,
The 17-2 was also used in high:
‘altitude tests to determine the
extent of nticlear radistion after!
bomb tests, and for weather ob-|
scrvations. O

The presumption that tha new
plane would have misgiles, if de-
veloped for military operations,
was based on thé Iresident’s
noting that the “air-to-nir mis-:
and:
the experimental fire.control:
system had heen deveiopnd by
|the Hughes Aireraft Crmpany,
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Government officiais - !
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Discussing the A-11, M~ John-
son said that its developmeni
wag made possible by major ad-
vances in aircraft technology.
‘One of the most important, he
fald, “has been the mastery of
Lhe metallurgy and fabrication
of titaninm mectal which ig re-
quired for the high temperatures
expericnced by aircraft travel-
ing at move than three times
the speed of sound.”

The fact that

tue aigher

ispeeds allained by new nlanes

could virtually melt the netals
now in use has been a trouble-
some factor in attempts to de-
velop the B-T0 bomber. It was
a key issic in the controversy
over the TEX (tactical fighter,
experimentsal) warplane con-
tract. .

In the TFX controversy, the
‘Defense Department rejected a
broposal by one contractor to
use titanium. Defense officials
sald that the use of titanium’
for the new high-specd fighter
plane, naw dasignated the r-111,
‘wolld invelve high develop-.
ment, vigla, '

Use of Dictal Is Different

I suswe Lo questions today,
il wources said that
ceifically because of

Mt was s

played enthusiasm for it. Ac-|

gof the A-11, it was said. .
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that the president, in inention-: technological information oh-
ing the A-11's commercial signi- tained i the A-11 prograr that
ficance, had beon speaking chief-. it was possible to cvaluate the
1y of the detailed teehnical ad- problem and to draw that con-
{vances, The plane itself couldf clusion.” L
not be turned into a commereial Government sources insisted
transport, they said. that Lhc nse of tltan.um in the
Najeeh E. Halaby, adminis-, TFX was wrong, even if it had
trator cf the Fedoral Aviation; proved right in the A-11, be.
Agency, and other officials con~. c1se the proposed use was dif-
cerned . with  the supersonic|. ferent. :
transport-project  have been 1(}0"91]'1”30{* . ?luﬁcivhvwfgg
- infor of the proo also asked to expla 3
wept formed of ih plo,.,res.si.Air Force had demanded funds
The President annomeed that; foi\ a 110':\7”':]:1:1)19;1 "‘dl .,]f‘am;g.d
he would release Monday a ro-t PHOTCCDlOr when dts high offi-
Sim ) 3 mayg cials presuc o'y knew ol the
port hy ITugenc 1B. Ilack ""“di~«c‘qt~‘%rn o "o A-1L. The Hotise
Stanley de J, Osheiae on the - Fstence . - S

. Cuthor Jor snch
supcersotic transport nrogram, ’

t

Coia plang Lot s nite the
1. The report, My, Johnson suid refusal o ‘he A <ratinn to
makes a numbeir of recom: (request e n.
mendations  dealing  with £}
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T the crsohie "transport pro-; knowledze of tar A-11 1. .
gram” that had been reforred; hag vesisted the Ade Torcs -
Lo varions: Government officialsr:posals_ -
{for cominent.” . . ) A
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